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Attendance Matters

P2 The
4 App'GtOn

School

Be Here to Achieve at
The Appleton School

Over half a grade higher than their target
grades when they have 96% attendance

Students with 96% attendance achieved
grades at 7-9, which is above the national
average of 21.8%

Attendance = Achievement
Highest Grades
90% Attendance — 1-2 Grades Lower
- Below 90% — 2+ Grades Lower

“When you’re in front of your teachers —
you succeed!”

Aim for 100% — Strive for Excellence
Every day counts. Every lesson matters.
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Key Dates

2025/2026

Autumn Term 2025

Monday 1st September Non-pupil day

Tuesday 2nd September Year 7 and 12 only

Year 7 Welcome Assembly - Main Hall - 11:00am

Year 12 Welcome Assembly - Main Hall - 11:30am

Wednesday 3rd September Whole school returns - 8:30am
Friday 19th September Non-pupil day

27th October - 31st October Half term

28th November Non-pupil day

Friday 19th December Last day of term

Spring Term 2026

Friday 2nd January Non-pupil day
Monday 5th January Students Return
16th February - 20st February Half Term
Friday 6th March Non-pupil day

Friday 27th March Last day of term

Summer Term 2026

Monday 13th April Students return
Monday 4th May Bank Holiday
25th May - 29th May Half Term
Friday 17th July Last day of term
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Specific Key Dates for Year 9

Date

Event

13% October

22" October
12 January — 23™
January

26" January -
Onwards

29" January

2Md — 12t February
5% March

6™ March

16" March

19" June

W/B 13" July

Year 9 Parent Curriculum Evening

Year 9 Data Home

Year 9 Assessment Week

Subject information talks in lessons

Year 9 Options Presentation Evening (5:00-7:30pm)

After-school GCSE Taster Sessions (students sign up

to these)

Parent Consultative Evening

Options Form goes live

Deadline for Options Submission

Year 9 Data Home

Rewards Week
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Who to contact

To ensure we can monitor the communications effectively and that parents get a timely response we
ask all emails go through to info@theappletonschool.org, our communications policy states that
staff will respond within 48 hours (this excludes holidays, weekends and bank holidays).

Mark your email for the attention of the following:

Issue Who to contact
Pastoral concern
Settling in concern/friendship concerns Form Tutor

Uniform issues

Issue with subject specific homework
Issue within a lesson Class teacher
Pupil progress in a subject

Set changes
Exam specific question Head of Department/Faculty
Persistent subject concerns

Persistent Absence

Concerns at home Head of Year
Persistent concerns outside of the lesson e.g.

social time

SEN Support SEND Team

One plans and EHCPs

Lost property
General attendance concerns Student Services
Absences

Students, parents, members of our community, can also log concerns through our Never Acceptable
portal here — https://swgfl.org.uk/whisper/tasl/ here concerns can be reported anonymously.



mailto:info@theappletonschool.org
https://swgfl.org.uk/whisper/tas1/
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Values and Ethos

There is a welcoming culture in this school. Staff develop positive relationships
with pupils. They know the pupils very well. This ensures pupils are happy and feel
safe here.

OFSTED, 2024

The Appleton School is committed to ‘Achieving Excellence’ together; providing an ordered,
inclusive and stimulating learning environment in which all students are encouraged to achieve at
their highest level. It is determined that all students should be valued through the provision of a
broad, relevant, balanced and challenging curriculum properly catering for individual needs. Such
valuing is encouraged within an atmosphere of mutual respect amongst all those involved in the
learning process. The school recognises its role within the broader community. It identifies learning
as a lifelong process and values the contribution made by parents and others to the creation of a
partnership. Within this partnership, and through the learning programme, students will develop

skills, attitudes and values that properly prepare them to accept the challenges and responsibilities
of adult life.
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Curriculum

“What will your child be learning this academic year”

The
App|€§c(h)o’;‘, English Road Map for ZM%/&W Mm
SUBJECT Year 9 [ X
//
) __ e - ‘||||'
" 2 \ 3 =~ ' y Blood Brothers
Identity and \ 20th Century Short Of Mice and Men /[ Modern Rhetoric )
- g } Here pupils study a
Resilience: Potery - Storlets _— Pupils move on to the The last three modern play and
2 1S MoVt n
Here pupils . et study of a 20th novel. weeks of his term, explore themes of class,

consolidate their prior
knowledge and
explore the power of
voice through poetry
from across the world
and different

cultures. )

‘Verm 1

o

of the short story. Here
pupils will explore:
narrative, character,
structure and literary
techniques through
modern short stories.
Pupils will also have the
opportunity to critically
analyse and imaginatively

Here pupils will explore
themes such as
marginalisation, race,
gender, relationships.
dreams. Pupils will
develop their critical
thinking skills in this unit
through close analysis
and evaluative.

create their own stories. /

Term 2

Term 3

pupils have an
opportunity to write
and deliver their
own speeches
inspired by the
fiction they have
studied so far.

Term 4

poverty, relationships,

inequality, love and loss.
Pupils again study the
dramatic effects of a
dramatist. Pupils also
read a modern prose
novel: ‘Crossing the

Line' to compliment the

study of BB.

Term 5+6

Topics:

Fractions, decimals
and percentages
Percentage change
Theoretical and
experimental
probability
Standard form
Assessment

Topics:

Linear inequalities
Factorising and solving
quadratic equations
Rearranging formulae
Constructing bisectors
and perpendicular lines
Circles and cylinders
Assessment I =

Topics: Topics:

Topics:

Rounding and error Plotting linear graphs Plotting and
intervals and finding equations interpreting quadratic
Representations of 3D Compound measures - graphs
shapes Speed and rates Angels and bearings
Moton-time graphs -

Pythagoras’ theorem
Ratio and proportion
word problems
Assessment

Distance-time graphs
Assessment

Transforming shapes

+  Similarity and
congruence
Assessment

Topics:

Collecting and
presenting data
Scatter graphs

Grouped data
Column vectors
End of year exam
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Road Map for Science: Year 9

o
CIE
_—

—.— (»)

[ N ( N N
Topics: Topics: Topics: Topics: Topics: Topics:
B3.1Cells 3.2 Atoms and periodic P3.3 Waves, sound and C3.4 Useful chemical Introduction to GCSE Introduction to GCSE
C3.1 Particle model and table 4 hg:,“ changes
state change P3.2 Energy B3.4 Variation and natural P3.4 EIeclmflly and
P3.1 Forces and motion B3.3 Fertilisation and selection Magnetism
B3.2 Cell system implantation

C3.3 Chemical changes End of topics

Revision for assessment
Baseline assessment P - Assessment weeks
End of topic tests nd of topic tests End of topics

J A J J

Road Map for Art: Year 9 N

mEmE()m»

German German
Expressionism: Expressionism:

Students to develop their
final outcome for the
project, Using the artist as
inspiration.
Creating print work similar
to the movement.

Introduction to the art
movement. Show the
inspiration to the
movement. Students to
develop their skills in
observational drawing and
to build on working with
multipty materials.
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Design and Technology: Year 9

New materials: Research:

Students are introduced to
electronics, understanding

circuits and symbols.
They investigate the

different design

Learning about electronic
and plastic waste.

Designing: CAD/CAM:

will

Students conduct research to design and model their
designs, learning about the

iterative design process.

in the form of a mini NEA.

use their
what CAD and Cam are

and how they have

changed the way
designers work. They will
learn about developments

Understanding the issues
around recycling

electronics and plastics.

movements, such as Art

Deco or Memphis, and
they also conduct product
analysis about an existing

in 3D printing and improve
their own skills using 2D
design.

product.

e

o

Making: Evaluating:

. » Students will evaluate their
Students are provided with

choices around materials
they can use to create their
final design. They are shown
several new skills and
finishing techniques.

final design against the
work of others. Examining
how well they have met
their initial brief and
specification points.

The

Appleton

School

QO

Craig and

Bentley:

Creating and performing
short performances inspired
by a given social land
historical situation. Exploring
dialogue, Performance
techniques and effective
communication of meaning

for the audience.

Road Map for Drama Year 9

% @—

Stimulus:

Interpreting a variety of stimulus
(images, poems, books, props) and
using these as a starting point to
devise ideas and a short
performance. Exploring techniques
such as facial expressions and body
language.

-
Blood Brothers:

Interpreting Willy Russell's script
work of Blood Brothers. Exploring
key themes and intentions within a
performance piece, preparing for

GCSE drama content.
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Topic:
Africa

Investigating the
challenges and
opportunities facing
Africa, by encouraging
pupils to challenge
stereotypical views of
this diverse continent.

Topic:
Ice

We investigate how Ice
shapes landscapes

erosion, deposition and
transportation. We aiso

ice movement.

through the processes of

explore the landforms that
are created as a result of

Topics:
London

This unit draws on the
work covered in Years 7
and 8, focusing on the
geography of London, the
features shaped by the
river, and the growth of
the settlement

The

Appleton

School

How far did the Civil
Rights Movement
achieve its aims?

Students study the Civil Rights
Movement in the USA, beginning by
looking at segregation and
discrimination. They will study how
activists fought for change through
protests such s the Montgomery
Bus Boycot? and the integration of
schools. Students wil also learn
about the role of key individuals
such as Martin Luther King Jr and
Malcolm X

(How far did the Civil h

Rights Movement
achieve its aims?

Students will continue to look at
the progress made by the Civil
Rights Movement, studying
peaceful protests such as sit-ins
and marches. They will also
consider how people reacted to
these changes, and the impact of
the death of key individuals such
as John F Kennedy.

"Why did the Cold War
never turn into a ‘hot’
war?"

Students will explore what a
‘Cold" war is and how the end of
World War IT led to a new
period of tension between the
superpowers. They will look at
key points of tension such as the
Berlin Blockade, and how the Cold
War drove technological
developments such as the space
race and the arms race.

Road Map for Geography: Year 9 N

o ) o ) o (D)

3@%)\

Topic:
The Middle East

We learn about the
complex nature of the
region's ethnic population
distribution, the
significance of oil,
contrasting levels of
development and the
ongoing conflicts and wars

Topic:
Does Canvey
need a 3" road?

We use the skills
developed in years 7 and 8
and apply them when
discussing a decision
making exercise - should
our local island - Canvey
Island -build a new road

Topic:
Geography of
Sport

We investigate the
geography of sport, from
the impact sports have on

the environment, to the
global reach of different
sports. We also consider
whether wealth and
development influence
sporting successes

Road Map for History Year 9

f

a)

/

“Why did the Cold War

never turn into a ‘hot*
war?"

Students will continue to
consider flashpoints in the Cold
War such as the Cuban Missile
Crisis and the Berlin Wall. They
will also study how the Cold War
links to proxy wars in countries
such as Korea and Vietnam. They
will make a judgement about the
success of attempts to ‘cool’
relations and how a ‘hot’ war was
avoided.

.53

Why was the Holocaust
able to happen?

In this enquiry, students will
begin by looking at pre-war
Jewish life, exploring how Jewish
people were not a homogenous
group, and lived diverse lives
Students will study how their
rights were stripped away and
began o decline, before the
outbreak of World War IT. They
will study these events through
real case studies to help
understand the impact on
individuals, =

Why was the Holocaust
able to happen?

Students will continue their
investigation as the Holocaust
accelerated when World War IT
began. They will study the Final
Solution o the Jewish Question’
and how people responded to the
persecution. They will explore
brave examples of Jewish
resistance, and survivors were
liberated and attempted to
rebuild their lives.
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-
Evolution of
Music:

Exploration of ‘Evolution
of Music’ over the years.
Discovering how history
has changed Musical
styles and genres.

Reggae Music:

Practical exploration of the
developed understanding
of Reggae Music,
including vocal, keyboard,
and Ukulele.

Popular Music:

Practical exploration on
pop genre music
performance, including the
development of theory
behind inversions and
chordal harmony.

AN

)

Music
Technology:

An individual composition
task, based on creation of
Hip Hop project.
Continuation to YuMu
composition software.

Musical Theatre:

Individual composition
task based on song writing
for musical theatre
performance.
Development of
understanding of Musical
Elements.

Musical Futures:

Ensemble band project

based on performance

skills required for GCSE
Music course. Exploration
of personal management

skills such as
communication and
teamwork.

The

Apple

ton

School

playing God?

Is life sacred?
When does life begin?
Who creates life?

Should we alter human
life?
What is abortion?
The case of conjoined
twins

Topics: Are humans

Is there life after death?
hell
Compare views on

reincarnation and rebirth

after death?

Topics: Is there
life after death?

Different views of heaven and

What is the evidence for life

Can we remember past lives?

(
Topics: Are religion

and science at war

The meaning of the
creation stories
Scientific theories of
creation
Why are scope trials
important?

Can scientists be
religious?

Topics: Does
God exist?

Design argument
Cosmological argument
Argument from miracles
The problem of evil and

suffering
Argument from morality
arguments against the
existence of God.

Topics: What is
religious identity

What is religious identity
Cultural week
What is Jewish identity
What is Sikh identity
what is religious identity
and is it important?

Topics: Is violence ]
ever right?

Why do people go to war?
What is a just war?
What is a pacifist?
What is terrorism?

What are WMD?
How are victims of war
supported?

What is a conscientious
objector?
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Computer Science

Curriculum Outline —

2025-2026 {5@& Using Cornpu.ters \ Game; \
T Safely, Effectively Programming in EduBlocks

and Responsibly ) Scratch

Computational Thinking, \ .
0 Algorithms and Programming Basic ICT Understanding
Computers
Computer Systems b

e Digital Literacy

Mobile App

)

Creating a

Video and Cyber

Introduction to
Security

Computer Crime
Python

©

First Stepsin
Small Basic

Computational

Thinking and Next Steps:
Logic

Aland
Machine Learning

GCSE
Computer
Science

S

Cambridge
Python: National in
Next Steps p Creative
iMedia

Spreadsheets

A
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Supporting their studies

A question we are often asked by parents is how can you help their studies at home, we all recognise
that schools and resources to support learning are very different from when we were at school, the
below tips should help.

At The Appleton School, we believe that parents and carers play a vital role in helping children
achieve their full potential. Small, consistent actions at home can make a big difference to a young
person’s progress, confidence, and enjoyment of learning. Below are some practical ways you can
support your child:

How You Can Support
Your Child with Their Studies

Provide a Study Space

Choose a quiet, well-lit area at home
for homework and revision.

Establish a Routine

Set regular times for studying, leisure, and
extracurricular activities.

Take an Interest

Ask about their learning — discuss topics
and express curiosity.

Offer Praise

Recognise effort, resilience, and organisation
as well as achievement

Encourage Planning

Help them use a planner or diary to keep
track of their work.

Break Tasks into Steps

Show them how to tackle assignments
by dividing them into smaller parts

Support Wellbeing @

Ensure they get enough sleep,
exercise, and healthy food

The
Appleton

School

QDT ME I3
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Resources to Support Learning

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”

Homework:

1. Satchel One — our platform for recording homework and where students/parents can
monitor what has been set. A multitude of platforms might be used to assess homework
performance but all will be required on Satchel.

2. Sparx—we have SparxReader, SparxMaths and SparxScience, a platform to support students
in their core subject homework, this is set weekly. Students can also access the Independent
Learning section of the websites to support revision or to generally develop their
understanding.

General approach to Home Learning and Revision:
The Pomodoro Technique — Study in Focused Bursts

The Pomodoro Technique is a time-management method that helps students stay focused and avoid
burnout by working in short, concentrated bursts followed by regular breaks.

How it Works
1. Choose a task to work on.
2. Set a timer for 25 minutes — this is called one “Pomodoro.”
3. Work with full focus until the timer rings.
4. Take a 5-minute break — get up, stretch, drink water.
5. Repeat this cycle 3—4 times.
6. After 4 Pomodoros, take a longer break of 15-30 minutes.
Why It Helps
e Builds focus and concentration
e Prevents mental fatigue
o Makes large tasks feel more manageable
e Encourages regular rest and movement
Tip for Parents

Encourage your child to try the Pomodoro Technique during homework or revision sessions — it can
help them use their time efficiently and keep motivation high. Link https://www.tomatotimers.com/
to timer videos with calming music to help students focus and apply the technique correctly.



https://www.tomatotimers.com/
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Sparx Homework

As a school we have bought into the Sparx Learning package.
For the last year we have been using SparxReader, SparxMaths,
and this year we are introducing SparxScience.

S q rx Sparx is an intuitive piece of software that allows students to
p work through questions, with support when needed, and the
guestions adapt to a student’s ability — the quicker they work

through questions correctly then the system will then make
the next questions more challenging and vice versa.

Learning

Along the way Sparx will also ask students about an answer to
a previous question, this is because the system works best if
students write down the answers in their exercise book alongside the online portal to help writing
practice and retention. The homework percentage is a completion rate not a score.

s9% (S Homework not yet finished but

started

v (.

Homework fully completed

FAQs

Why are you using Sparx?

Sparx has been shown to improve student outcomes with regular use, the students with the highest grades
last academic year were the ones with the highest Sparx use. It helps students to plug gaps and ensure they
are challenged.

How can | know when they’ve been set homework?
We still use the Satchel One platform for recording homework which all parents have access to. If you are
unsure at all please contact the school info@theappletonschool.org

Why is so much homework online?
Online homework allows for immediate feedback to students to prevent the embedding of misconceptions, it
can also automatically pitch the right amount of challenge to help them progress.

My child spent so long on their homework but still did not complete 100%
Please do not worry, this will flag to a teacher, they can see the amount completed and the time spent on the
homework so will realise there is an issue and will intervene.

| suspect my child is doing the homework far too quickly, are they cheating?

We suggest taking away their phone during their homework, there is a new tool on Al where they can
film/take photos of the question and it will give them a solution. However, it also means they complete the
homework quickly and that will be noticed by the teacher — although best to keep the phone away!

Do | get a notification about incomplete homework?
Sparx automatically notifies parents on a Sunday about any outstanding homework and feedback on what has
been completed.


mailto:info@theappletonschool.org
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Revision

o 7y

KS3 Home Revision Resources D4 rricror
(for Parents & Students) SCHOOL

Maths
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Resources to Support Wellbeing

As well as links on our website for useful information and activities for wellbeing we also have ur
own dedicated webpage to wellbeing that focuses on various aspects:

What Is Resilience? Mindfulness Exercises Sleep Management

Study Space Events & Resources Contacts Emotion Regulation

Wellbeing Resources on main school website —
https://www.theappletonschool.org/students/student-wellbeing

Appleton Wellbeing website, MindCare -
https://sites.google.com/theappletonschool.org/mindcareappleton/home

Parental Advice for handling exam pressure -
https://www.theappletonschool.org/user/pages/05.students/02.revision-resources/03. parent-
resources/Handling the pressure of external exams.pdf

Top Ten Tips for parents supporting children through exams -
https://www.theappletonschool.org/user/pages/05.students/02.revision-resources/03. parent-
resources/Top Ten Tips for parents.pdf



https://www.theappletonschool.org/students/student-wellbeing
https://sites.google.com/theappletonschool.org/mindcareappleton/home
https://www.theappletonschool.org/user/pages/05.students/02.revision-resources/03._parent-resources/Handling_the_pressure_of_external_exams.pdf
https://www.theappletonschool.org/user/pages/05.students/02.revision-resources/03._parent-resources/Handling_the_pressure_of_external_exams.pdf
https://www.theappletonschool.org/user/pages/05.students/02.revision-resources/03._parent-resources/Top_Ten_Tips_for_parents.pdf
https://www.theappletonschool.org/user/pages/05.students/02.revision-resources/03._parent-resources/Top_Ten_Tips_for_parents.pdf
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SEND Support

“Staff make effective adaptations for pupils with SEND during lessons. Support
staff work well with individuals. Consequently, pupils with SEND achieve well from
their various starting points.”

Introduction OFSTED, 2024

The Appleton School is an 11-18 comprehensive secondary school which admits students to the
school in line with the school’s admission procedure. The school believes that all children and young
people are entitled to an education that enables them to:

e Develop lively, enquiring minds, encouraging the ability to question and argue rationally.
Confronting them with challenging mental and physical tasks in order to ensure the highest
possible level of achievement.

e Instil respect for each other, for religious and moral values and tolerance of other races,
religions and ways of life.

e Acquire knowledge, skills and attitudes relevant to adult life in a rapidly changing world.

The Appleton School takes a whole school inclusive approach to students with special educational
needs, recognising that the aims of the school (‘achieving excellence’) are the same for all students,
whatever their abilities.

Working with the school

Our Curriculum Support Team are:

. SENDCO:
Ms N Cox
_The

Inclusion Lead: / Appleton

Mr D Clout school

SEND Manager:
Mrs Emily Fox




[ S
% The Appleton School

As a school, we work hard to be in effective communication with children and parents, and to listen
and respond positively to any concerns brought to our attention. We are committed to taking all

concerns seriously and would like to think that, through being open and accessible, concerns can be
both raised and dealt with easily.

“The school has high expectations for pupils. There is an ambitious curriculum for
all pupils, including pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND). The school has recently implemented several strategies that support

pupils to meet the aims of the curriculum. This ensures pupils achieve well and are
ready for the next stage of their education.”

OFSTED, 2024

r¢
Targeted ’)’J'
Interventions 06,)

E| 1:1 & small group (04

support *

Paired reading
(older/younger) \/

Literacy &
Support at tumaraey )
u a
Preparing TheAppleton |
for the Future School

A Primary
HHH transition

8 Careers & PHE

Travel & mobility
training



[ S
7 The Appleton School

In order to fulfil its commitment to fully support every child into “achieving excellence”, the school
already has in place a range of specialist interventions and continues to seek new ways of providing
support.

Examples of the kind of support
we can provide are:

E‘* School Homework clubs
=84 (Pre and post school and lunchtimes)
g... Literacy and Numeracy support

AP groups

® ; ® . .
Q-Q_, Small group skills sessions
- Friendship groups

B Peer Mentors

F Counselling and mentoring
E Classroom and examination access
arrangements

The school is committed to ensuring that all teaching is at least good and that much is outstanding.
High quality teaching is differentiated and personalised to meet the needs of all children and young
people.

What happens if my child needs specialist equipment or facilities?

@ Accessible Toilets

-l Ramps
=B Accessto specialist teacher input (PNI, HI, VI)

=mm Access to a laptop

 + | Implementation of care programmes for students with PNI
e Specialist PE equipment

We work closely with outside professionals — such as specialist teachers, occupational
therapists, and specialist nursing teams — to ensure no student is disadvantaged. Our

approach is guided by our Equality and Disability Policies.
How does the school support my child at the various Key Stages and
in preparing for life as an adult?

[ ] Close liaison with Primary Feeders
Working with the Transition Pathways Service (Yr9-KS4/KS5)

PSHE programme and Careers guidance/education

11

Organising travel or mobility training
“+ Facilitating transfer onto appropriate Post-16 college courses

We support students at every stage of their school journey, preparing them for life as
confident, independent young adults.
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Reading

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader”

The Importance of reading

At The Appleton School, we believe in the power of reading. We understand that becoming a
confident reader unlocks all subjects in our curriculum and helps students to succeed beyond school.
Regular reading has a number of benefits:

1 minute a day: Students will encounter 180 words per school year.

5 minutes a day: 282,000 words per school year.

20 minutes a day: 1,800,000 words per school year and likely to score in the top 90% of
standardised tests.

All students from Year 7 to Year 9 will be expected to complete reading homework. This will be set
via the Sparx Reader platform. Sparx Reader is a reading, comprehension and vocabulary
programme that gets all young people reading regularly to help improve their literacy. It also aims to
motivate students to read for pleasure.

Research shows that students who read every day are 28% more likely to over-achieve and exceed
their target grades across the curriculum. Reading widely supports overall academic progress,
however we have also carefully mapped our curriculum offering to generate a recommended
reading list for every subject studied in Year 7 to Year 11 to reinforce the learning of our young
people and to help challenge them to be more aspirational. Key Stage 5 reading lists are shared with
students upon entry to the Sixth Form. We have also compiled a recommended reading list for
reading for pleasure.

Cross Curricular Wider Reading List
https://theappletonschool.org/subjects/reading-and-literacy/Cross Curricular Wider Reading List.pdf

KS3 reading list
https://www.theappletonschool.org/subjects/english/ks3-reading-list

KS4 reading list
https://www.theappletonschool.org/subjects/english/ks4-reading-list

Encouraging reading list
https://theappletonschool.org/user/pages/13.Subjects/02.reading-and-
literacy/Encouraging_Reading_List.pdf

Aspirational reading list
https://theappletonschool.org/user/pages/13.Subjects/02.reading-and-
literacy/Aspirational_Reading_List.pdf



https://theappletonschool.org/subjects/reading-and-literacy/Cross%20Curricular%20Wider%20Reading%20List.pdf
https://www.theappletonschool.org/subjects/english/ks3-reading-list
https://www.theappletonschool.org/subjects/english/ks4-reading-list
https://theappletonschool.org/user/pages/13.Subjects/02.reading-and-literacy/Encouraging_Reading_List.pdf
https://theappletonschool.org/user/pages/13.Subjects/02.reading-and-literacy/Aspirational_Reading_List.pdf
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Corrent Targeted Provision: Interventions

Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.

National Totoring Programme

Working in small groups with a Primary trained
phonics teacher, students with a low reading oge toke
part in daily intervention over a three week
programme. Reading age testing is used to measuvre
progress. Data shows that students make significant
progress in this intervention.

Bedrock

Students in Year 7 and Year € have access to
Bedrock online, a platform which explicitly teaches
vocabulary and grammar in the context of original
prose linked to a range of curriculum arens, ensuring
learners are reading a diverse range of high—guality
texts that drow them in and expand their coltoral
capital. The platform is self-differentiating and tosks
adopt to meet the needs of individval students, and is
monitored by English stoff.

Corum Beanstalk

This programme troins KS4 'Reading Leaders' to
work with younger students and is a structured
peer-mentoring programme, developed to provide
benefit to both younger and older pupils. Pairs uze
materials to promote reading for pleasure principles.
Student surveys are vsed to monitor engagement ond
measure impact.

Phonics

Trained progress mentors in the SEND department
work with key students to improve phonological
understanding and reading fluency. AFALS testing is
vsed to measure progress.

LAC tutoring

Troined progress mentors provide individualised
tutoring for students who are Looked After, vsing
English teacher feedback and reading age test results
to design personalised learning programmes.

Peer Reading Programme

Year 7 and Yeor 8 PPG students meet with older
students once o week to read together, promoting
reading for pleasure principles. Student surveys are
vsed to monitor engagement and measure impoct.

Corrent Universal Provision: Reading

Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.

Totor Time Programme

Alternating between Literacy and Numeracy
resources on o half-termly basis, students in Y7-¥T1
receive input in registration time linking to reading and
Literacy, including reading proctice and vocabulary
teaching.

Varied English Corricolom

Students in KS3 and KS4 read a rich range of
fiction, nonfiction, plays and poetry, and are
explicitly tavght skills for writing creatively for a
range of purposes. Oracy is embedded through
speaking and listening projects.

Reading Lessons

Once a fortnight, students in KS3 have a reading for
pleasure lesson. Teachers olternate between
independent reading and modelling high-auality reading
throogh closs novels.

School Library

Our school library is open during break and lunch
times for students of all oges and has o variety of
books that can be borrowed and enjoyed ot home.

Reading Enrichment
This year we have celebrated World Book Day
and promoted a summer reading challenge.

Reading Age Testing

e test students’ reading ages on a termly basis vsing
online software. Reading nges are recorded and shared
with all staff to inform their plonning. Students with a low
reading age are identified for targeted interventions.

Reading Newsletters

Our parent bulletin includes book recommendations
and promotes reading for pleasure at home. School
social media is also vsed to promote our book of the
week.

Reading Rewards

Assemblies are vsed to share rewards linked to
reading, for example Bedrock certificates. In the
summer term we purchased a book vending
machine to integrate into our rewards systems.

Subject Reading Lists

Our website shares with students and parents a
suggested cross—curricular reading list to support and
extend students’ learning in each of their subjects. We
olso share a suggested ‘reading for pleasure’ list of
recommendations.
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